
2018 Ramsey County Fair Talent Contest 
Rules and Information 

 
 
Eligibility: Contestants must reside in Ramsey County. If more than one person is in 
the act, at least one person must reside in Ramsey County. The contest is open to all 
amateur entertainers. Professionals are NOT permitted to compete - This includes 
Union musicians and anyone whose principle source of income is from their talent. 
Compensation for performing at weddings, etc. does not constitute principle source of 
income.  
 
Fee: There is a $10 entry fee that must be received with the application by the deadline 
date of Saturday, July 14, 2018 at 4:00pm. Contestants are responsible for Fair 
parking. Each act may appear only once. 
 
Past Winners: If a contestant previously won the Ramsey County Fair Talent Contest, 
they may not compete again in that division. With the exception of first place winners in 
the Open Division, acts that have participated in the past are welcome to compete again 
as follows: Former Teen Division first place winners are required to compete in the 
Open Division, Past Preteen first place winners must also compete in the Open Division 
if they are not of age to compete in the Teen Division. If a contestant is a former winner 
of the MN State Fair Amateur Talent Contest, they may not compete in the same 
division for the Ramsey County Fair Talent Contest. 
 
Divisions: All acts compete in one of three different divisions, based on the age of the 
contestant at the Ramsey County Fair contest date (July 15).  

The Preteen Division is open to contestants age 12 and under only. 
The Teen Division is open to contestants ages 13 through 18 only. 
The Open Division is open to any contestant, regardless of age. 

 In cases where the act consists of a group of people, choose the division that is 
appropriate for the majority of the group members. 

 Accompanists, when not a part of the act, may be any age. 
 
Accompaniment: Vocalists may use recorded accompaniment, provided it contains 
instrumental accompaniment ONLY; absolutely no vocals are allowed on the recording. 
For vocal acts, contestants will be disqualified if accompaniment recording has vocals of 
any kind. For recorded accompaniment, a CD is required. Please make sure your CD 
works in a CD player and not just on your computer. Make sure the CD is 
CLEARLY marked to what song is needed. It will be your responsibility to pick up 
your CD at the end of the contest. Phones/MP3 devices can also be used, however they 
must be on and ready to go for the sound tech. Delays will be counted against your 
score. We also are not responsible for devices not working, shutting off or other device 
malfunctions.  
 
Check-in: All acts are required to check-in behind the main stage, on the fairgrounds, at 
2:30pm on Sunday, July 15. All parties in the act must be present at time of check-in.  
 



Judging: Judges' decisions are final and scores are not released to contestants or the 
public. Contestants will be judged on: 
Quality of performance (including selection) Stage presence and Entertainment value 
 
Selection Note: All contestants will be required to perform the same act or musical 
selection at the State Fair should they win at the county fair level.  
 
Sound: If a sound system is required, all contestants are required to use the sound 
system provided by the Ramsey County Fair. A sound technician is provided. The 
County Fair will also provide microphones, monitors, and a compact disc player. All 
other instruments and amplifiers must be provided by contestant. The County Fair does 
not allow microphones supplied by the act. 
 
Time Limit: The time limit is four minutes and points will be deducted for 
contestants going over the limit. Musical groups and vocalists are allowed to 
perform a medley of tunes but must remain within the four-minute time limit. 

 
Ramsey County Fair Talent Contest Judging Criteria 

 
I. QUALITY OF PERFORMANCE 

A. Talent 
 Are they good at their talent, balanced against complexity of the 

performance? 
 How was their talent compared to others in division? (IE: A four year old 

contestant sings very well for a four year old, but is competing in the Open 
division. How does her talent compare to others competing in the Open 
division?) 

 For their specific discipline, how well did they perform the elements 
associated with that discipline? 

 
B. Selection 

 Did selection meet their ability? 
 Was the selection too hard, too easy for that division? 
 Appropriate for State Fair audience 

 
II. STAGE PRESENCE 

 Use of stage 
 Use of microphone 
 Comfort level on stage 
 Did the contestant sell the piece to you? 

 
III. ENTERTAINMENT VALUE 

 Was this act entertaining? 
 Cuteness doesn't always equal talent. 


